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Called to be Light Bearers
by Mary Lou Scebelo, SFO, Regional Minister

We are entering a season where love reigns.
Love for God and love for neighbor are high on our
priorities. God has given us His Son, Jesus to bring
light into the darkness. The Light of God gives
Wisdom, Grace, Restoration, Revelation, Glory,
Truth, Salvation and Joy. The Child of Bethlehem
entered the world to bring Hope and to proclaim
the Promise to the Nations. From the Old Testa-

ment we hear Isaiah proclaim, "Arise, shine for
your light has come." Jesus is the Light of the
World and our hope for restoration to this world is
renewed by His coming in Bethlehem. Each year,
moment by moment we are given an opportunity to
be light in the darkness. Mt 5:14, "You are the light
for the world", and so we each must be -Light bear-
ers. Jesus began His proclamation with the mes-
sage, "Repent, for the kingdom of Heaven is close at
hand." Mk 1:15 .. .Your light must shine in peo-
ple's sight, so that, seeing your good works, they
may give Praise to your Father in heaven."

St. Francis brought the Christmas Crib to remem-
brance through the reenactment of the Child born
at Bethlehem on the eve of December 24, 1223 at
Greccio. A Child was in the outdoor crib in a man-

ger, upon the hay at Midnight Mass bringing the
visual of the humility and poverty of the incarna-
tion to exaltation. Let us make room in our bodily
Temple as we receive Jesus through the Living
Bread come down from Heaven. May Jesus Reign
in us and God be glorified in His light that shines
from the love shared throughout the world. Let us
imitate the Brothers song in Greccio in Praise to the
Lord with Holy Joy to the King who lives and
Reigns with the Father and the Holy Spirit, God,
eternally glorious, and join in the song from Is 52:9
"Burst into songs of joy together, you ruins of Jeru-
salem, for the Lord has comforted His people, He
has redeemed Jerusalem." For," The Lord is my
Light and my Salvation!" Ps27:1



Franciscan Living in Community-afk/a FLIC
by Mary Ann Julian, SFO

This past summer, Secular Francis-
cans gathered at Mt. St. Alphonsus Re-
treat Center in Esopus, New York for the
better part of 5 days to rest, to recreate,
and to be renewed in the Franciscan

spirit. If you were familiar with SELF -
Secular Experience of Living Franciscan-
ism - this was similar, but not the same.

FLIC has more peace and less rushing
about. Early mornings were more lei-
surely with breakfast at 8:00am followed
by Morning Prayer. Conference times
included small group discussions in
separate rooms only if the speaker re-
quested it. Those who wanted to discuss
anything or to just chat had ample op-
portunity at meal times and during daily
leisure time. Those who preferred quiet
time with Our Lord either in the chapel
or on the grounds had daily opportuni-
ties. Fr. Matthias Wesnofske OFM, Cap.
offered the Holy Mass each day at 11:00
am with good homilies. The Rosary was
prayed after lunch. Evening Prayer pre-
ceded supper. On Thursday evening Br.
Sal Patricola OFM, Cap. led us in a soul-
searching Eucharistic Holy Hour.

SELF had 5-6 talks centered on a Fran-

ciscan theme given by individual Secu-
lars. FLIC had one main speaker, Mrs.
Carol Gentile, who gave 4 talks around
the theme: The Call and the Community.
She reminded us first of "the Universal
Call to Holiness" and then fine-tuned

that call through discernment, formation,
and commitment to living the Franciscan
call. She spoke about living the Francis-
can way, which is our spirituality, our
life in fraternity. Life in fraternity, being
the particular community and also a mi-
crocosm of the Church and the World,
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brings us finally to Evangelization as
Secular Franciscans. We were inspired
and excited to be a part of God's great
plan. She gave us many examples of our
call, our commitment and our daily con-
version. She drew a few listeners for-
ward to share about how God had called

them beyond the fraternity in His ser-
vice. She stressed that the commissions,
parts of our Rule, can be accomplished
through everyday, inexpensive, and
practical ways. We had three other
speakers on Tuesday and Thursday
(afternoons & evening): Joan Geiger from
Tau Cross Region spoke about listening
and sharing within the diversity of each
fraternity. Lori Pieper, also from Tau,
spoke about St. Elizabeth of Hungary
and offered her book for sale. Otto

Schaefer, from Fr. Solanus Casey Region,
amazed us with the holiness and loving
service of men in prison, the Friends of
Francis. We were impressed with each
of our speakers and more importantly
our vocations as lay Franciscans were
confirmed through the Holy Spirit and
their words.

Each evening we gathered in a large
lounge and continued discussions from
earlier in the day or just chatted. Snacks
were available and even a TV for those

who had to see how the Olympics were
doing. On Thursday evening we
watched the "flics": a conversion story
from EWTN and "The Jeweler's Shop"
written by Karol Wotyla.

On Friday we parted with hugs all
around and" see you next year". God
willing, we'll get together again. Would
you like to come too? Plan for the third
week in August 2009, Okay?
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