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Accept the Challenge

by Harry Harned, SFO, Regional Minister

Shared leadership is the com-
mon denominator that keeps a
family in proper balance and in
harmony. The family model of
shared leadership is the ideal for
our Franciscan family, too. The
model of shared leadership—ev-
eryone responsible for taking a
part, including a leadership
part—works well for families and
fraternities. It requires members
to contribute to the good of all
rather than merely be served by
the family or fraternity. It recog-
nizes that everyone has some-
thing to contribute. Everyone
feels accountable and an integral
part of the whole because every-
one is contributing his or her tal-
ents for the good of all, sharing
the load. No one feels overbur-
dened or overwhelmed and
weighed down by too many
tasks. A good leader recognizes
the talents of others and chooses
to delegate rather than try to do
everything.

Our style of leadership is not
about greatness and lording it
over others, but about serving
one another. A Franciscan leader
is not autonomous, but shares the
action of leadership with the fra-
ternity, and most of all is depen-
dent upon the Holy Spirit as the
primary guide. Instead of one or
a few people trying to take care of
all fraternal needs, we, like the

twelve apostles, share the leader- >

= Regional Executive Council

ship role with others, but also in &

humble service.

Article 21 of our Rule states
that the fraternity is guided by
{not dominated by) a council and 4
minister who share responsibil- £
ity. The Rule goes on to say that _
their service is a “duty of respon- &
sibility” to each member and the g

communnity.

Within themselves, fraternities §3
are structured in different ways :
according to the norm of the con- §
stitutions, according to the vari-
ous nieeds of their members, and &

under the guidance of their re-

spective council.

On April 1, 2006, we elected B8
our Regional Executive Council. f
Presently, members of the Execu- §
tive Council are presiding at elec-
tions in our 38 local fraternities. '
After these elections, we will {8
have approximately 200 council §&

officers within our Region.

The Executive Council is de- [
veloping a plan to condult frater-
nal visitations to all local fraterni- &8
ties in the coming year. The visi- &
tor will evaluate the quality of the
service rendered to the fraternity 2

and ways in which the Regional '
Executive Council can assist our §&
local fraternities. b

Go ahead, accept the challenge & Fr. Matthias Wesnofske, OFM, Cap. §

of servant leadership ... we are £

here to help you!
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New Beginnings

Mary Lou Scebelo, SFO, Regional Vice Minister

As 1 reflect on the Secular Francis-
cans and their journey in this life, | think
of the last words of St. Francis, “I have
done what | was called to do, may you
find what is yours to do”. One can search
for the work that he/she is called to by
quiet prayer as St. Francis
often taught by his example.

But in the quiet listening one
must not be deceived as
there are other wvoices that
come into your mind. There
are your own wants/de-
sires /thoughts of what it is

| you should do; there are

spirits that try to deceive

putting ideas that sometimes

seem to be ok, vyet if followed

would lead us away from

what is God’s will; and the &——
third voice that we hear, is
the voice of the Holy Spirit
who counsels, nudges,
sometimes nags us to take the next step
and go where He leads and do the task
He asks.

Today, there is less quiet time in our
lives, yet starting with 10 min. a day and
with prayerful listening, we can build a
relationship with the Holy Spirit who is

our best guide in our daily walk to grow-

ing in imitation to St. Francis and in his

imitation of Our Lord Jesus. Looking

back to see what St. Francis did to find his

way, we see the quiet retreats on the

mountain, the quiet times in the
Churches, the deliberate times
he withdrew from his commu-
nity, which was none less than
what Our Lord lived and gave
as an example for us.

The greatest gift Jesus gave
when He ascended to Our Fa-
ther and His Father is the Holy
Spirit. Jesus said we should

» W rejoice in His going to His Fa-
ther, and that He would net
leave us orphans, but was giv-
ing us a counselor, the Para-
clete, the Holy Spirit. We
never were meant to figure
everything out by ourselves,
but to rely on the Holy Spirit

who will not lead us astray but leads us
to the Truth, the Way and the Life.

We each have a part to complete for
the Father’s plan in bringing heaven on
earth. May I fulfill my part in listening to
the Holy Spirit.

meal).

Cost for weekend is $135.
| presentations, semi-private room w/private
bath, and 5 meals. Arrival 5-7PM Friday (no

SFO Retreat
October 6 - 8, 2006

Mount Alvernia Retreat Center
Wappingers Falls, New York

Fee includes

1+ To make reservations, send your name, address,
i phone number, email, fraternity name, and a
$25.00 per person deposit to Harry Harned, SFO,
Mt. Alvernia Retreat Center, P.O. Box 858, Wap-
pingers Falls, NY, 12590.

For more info, call Harry at 845.298.8073
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Remembering Blanche
by Fr. Matthias Wesnofske, OFM, Cap., Regional Spiritual Assistant

These past few months there
have been a number of tributes and
articles written about the life of
Blanche Tenerowicz. A recent
newsletter of Blanche’s local frater-
nity, St. Michael’s, in Chicopee,
contained a moving account of her
life and accomplishments, particu-
larly as a Secular Franciscan. She
served in many positions within
the Order, and a month before her
stroke three years ago, she was
elected as Regional Minister of the
Fr. Solanus Casey Region. | would
just like to add my own personal
reflections on
Blanche. :

We have often spo- §
ken of the powerful §
witness we give by
living the Gospel life
Blanche gave such a §
witness. Shortly after §
her stroke, she was
placed in a nursing §&8
home. All her posses- §&
sions were dispersed §
among her family and E8
friends. She gave me £
three things which 1§
feel summed up her .
life. She gave me a Nativity set,
which was very beautiful and quite
expensive. She gave me a statue of
St. Francis. And she gave me a two
and a half foot tall crucifix that was
commissioned by her husband as a
gift to her. The crucifix is modern.
The cross is a Tau cross and the
body of Christ is made of copper or
brass wires. Blanche said it re-
minded her of the San Damiano
Cross. It is hanging here in front of
me as | write this brief article.

Francis, the Crib and the Cross!
Someone wrote, that at a testimo-
nial dinner given in her honor at a
hospital where she ministered, she
spoke briefly. She read them the
story of St. Francis and the first
Creche and then drew the parallel
that Eucharistic Ministers carrying

the Host must do so like St. Francis
held the Christ Child on that
Christmas Eve. Francis, the Crib,
the Cross and the Eucharist! This
was the life of Blanche. This is
Franciscan spirituality.
Of course, in these last few years, it
was the Cross that dominated her
life. Her acceptance of the Cross
was remarkable. Blanche, just
elected Minister of the entire Re-
gion, a very active person and a
person who had two Masters de-
grees and a Doctorate, was now
confined to a wheelchair, one hand
ractically
ependent on others.
It was as if she knew
this Cross would one
= day be hers and she
¢ embraced it, as if her

entire life had been a
preparation for this
. moment. Perhaps, it
was the experience of
other losses in her life,
the death of a daugh-
ter, her sister, her
husband and the
: many people she

served as a nurse that
helped her to understand that this
life is passing and eternal life is
real. She showed no anger, no bit-
terness, no complaint. She accepted
the Cross and she continued to
strive to carry it, to continue to
climb the hill of Calvary, to fall and
pick herself up again and again.
She wanted to write articles on
Franciscanism. She maintained in-
terest in the Order and the Region.
She prayed. She continued to give
witness,

One of the blessings and true
graces of being a member of the
Franciscan Order is to know others
who live the Gospel life. Blanche
was such a blessing and grace for
all of us. May she continue to help
us in living the Gospel.

useless,

Albpays be lovers |
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' sisters and brothers.
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Formation in the SFO Family

r

Who are the Secular Franciscans? Why

do you belong to the Secular Franciscan

Order? Did anyone ever ask you these

questions? Are you prepared to give
adequate answers? A good Initial Formation program
enables you to easily answer questions asked about
Secular Franciscans. A good Ongoing Formation pro-
gram strives to help you enrich the answers and your
own Christian living,

What is formation and what makes it Secular Francis-
can? Formation is a process of growth. For Secular Fran-
ciscans it includes three elements; the human life of the
person in the secular world, the spiritual life of member-
ship and participation in the Catholic Church, and the
| Franciscan dimension of observing the gospel of our
| Lord Jesus Christ by following the example of Saint
Francis of Assisi. Secular Franciscans live all three states
of life in reciprocal communion.

It is important to periodically review the rules that
govern formation and profession into the Secular Fran-
ciscan Order because fraternities are always in the pro-
cess of changing membership and leadership. Regional,
MNational and International Rules, Constitutions and
Statutes also may have changed.

According to the Statutes of the National Fraternity of
the Secular Franciscan Order in the United States, there
are phases and time periods for SFO formation. Orienta-
Hon is the first phase. It is a time for determining a
person's interest, eligibility and disposition to enter the
Secular Franciscan Order. This period lasts not less than
three (3) months. Next is the Initial Formation phase
which consists of the Inquiry and Candidacy
periods. Inquiry begins with the Ceremony of Introduc-
tion and Welcoming (cf. Ritual, page 9) and shall consist
of not less than six (6) months. Candidacy begins with
the Rite of Admission (cf. Ritual, page 11) and shall
consist of not less than eighteen (18) months and not
more than thirty-six (36) months.

Therefore, the current time of Formation for prospec-
tive SFO members shall consist of not less than twenty-
seven (27) months according to the revised SFO National
Statutes of July 4, 2003.

Article 40.3 in the SFO General Constitution states
that all candidates participate in local fraternity meet-

ings in order to share community prayer and life. Can-
| didates should have the proper motivation and desire to
learn about the Gospels, St. Francis of Assisi and the
Secular Franciscan Order. It is the obligation of the
Fraternity Council to discern whether the Candidate is
free from restrictions that would hamper following the
Secular Franciscan Rule and actively participating in
apostolic activities, prayer life and gatherings of the

by Annabelle Sarno, SFO, Regional Formation Director

fraternity.

To be admitted into the SFO, a person must be a
practicing Catholic, who has received the Sacraments of
Baptism, Confirmation and the Holy Eucharist. Addi-
tional requisites for profession in the SFO are a knowl-
edge of the Catholic faith, the SFO Rules, Constitutions,
Statutes and Regional Guidelines. The minimum age for
perpetual profession as a Secular Franciscan in the
United States is twenty-one (21) years.

Profession is a vocation, which is a way of life and not
membership in a pious or social organization. Our
monthly meetings take the place of living in community
and fulfills one of the requirements for being classified
as an Order.

Article 1 of the SFO Rules states that we are a Francis-
can family. The entire SFO membership takes the re-
sponsibility to participate in Initial and Ongoing Forma-
tion. Working together gives all a sense of belonging to a
family.

This article was written to review and discuss
guidelines for formation in the SFO. Future articles will
address Initial and Ongoing Formation goals and mate-
rials. Information from the summary results of the For-
mation Survey that each Fraternity Council received
from me in the mail will be shared.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the
fraternities who already participated in the Regional
Formation Survey. Sharing of information within our
Franciscan family is a great teaching and learning tool. 1
personally acquired valuable knowledge about the SFO
from talking to other Secular Franciscans and Franciscan
clergy.

May God continue to help and guide us to grow as a
Franciscan family.

If we sirive and use the means
- God has given us,
we can ascend to great
sanctity and Wﬁhmg

famlhanbg with God,
even here as pilgrims, fo the

Beatific Vision.
- Words of Fr. Solanus Casey




God’s World ... Handle with Care

by Patricia Wilkin, SFO, Regional Commission Coordinator

Sometimes when | read, I laugh at myself. I'm one of
those people who reads official Church documents and
encyclicals. Lately, I've been reading From Stockholm to
Johannesburg: An Historical Overview of the Concern
of the Holy See for the Environment 1972 - 2002. It
emanates from the Pontifical Council for Justice and
Peace and I highly recommend it. | recommend it be-
cause it's faith based, not political, and looks at the
environment from the perspective of God's intent and
our role in bringing God’s will to fruition. It's available
through the US Conference of Catholic Bishops.

Most things we hear or read come to us from the
particular interests of a particular person, corporation,
organization, nation, etc. Even when accurate, their
information provides us with only a partial picture. It is
up to us to sort out who says what, where truth lies and
what should be done. So it shall always be.

The Church, representing God, has a responsibility
to look at things in terms of God's care for all people
and all times. It doesn't focus on details

their world must be habitable."

The human person is central to all considerations as
regards both development and care for the environ-
ment. The present destruction of the environment is
only one aspect of a profound moral crises. ... True
development cannot take place when the environment
within which a person lives is abused. Science and
technology have contributed much to progress. How-
ever, there are moral limits to their use and applica-
tions, among which is their effect on the environment...
The maintaining of a sound and healthy environment
for all requires carefully coordinated solutions that are
based on a morally coherent world view. A balance
must be maintained between the demands of progress
and the conservation of the natural patrimony. The
richer countries must take a serious look at their
lifestyle, which is consuming an inordinate share of the
goods of the earth. The few cannot destroy the environ-
ment or exhaust its resources....

The human person is responsible for

but works to ground us in a perspective |
that looks to God's intent and how we fit |~
into it when dealing with the information
that others give us. That's why I read
these things. They help me to know God
better, to get out of my small world and
remember that God is Ged of all, always
So what has the Church said in rela
tion to the physical environment over the
last 35 years. A lot! So much in fact, that |
it should tell us of the importance with
which we people of faith should regard |

| completing the work of creation in view
of the betterment of society and also
that of the whole of creation. There is
« consequently an intimate relationship
between care for the environment and
— sound development. In all considera-
tions concerning environmental protec-
tion, particular attention must be paid
to the needs of the poor and the promo-
tion of their good. Structural forms of
poverty must be addressed."
: "Believers, no matter what their reli-

our physical surroundings, their care, us-
age, preservation and, when needed, restoration. As a
Franciscan, 1 know the ground has long been laid for
everything said explicitly now and more. I wish I could
put more before you, but the confines of this article will
only allow me to touch on a few of the most basic
theological and moral concepts. In the interest of brevity
and accuracy, | am excerpting directly from some of the
book's period summaries. Unfortunately this means
that all quotes will not be given in a consecutive man-
ner, for which 1 apologize, but if checking me out will
get you to read it, I'd be delighted.

First of all, the Church teaches that "the goods of
creation are for all, including future generations... The
patrimony (My dictionary’s 1 definition is "an inheri-
tance from a father”) of humanity extends to the sea and
to outer space, the benefits of which must be for all. This
places limits on all resource use and management. This
patrimony must be passed on to future generations;

gion, have always recognized the voice
and the revelation of God in the language of creation.
There is a need to admire nature, seeing in it the reflec-
tion of the Creator. Human persons are to Live in har-
mony with their environment. The human intelligence
must discover the secrets of nature. Human persons are
called to care for and develop their environment by
their presence, work and contemplation. The human
person is to order all of creation to praise God."

"The environment... is a component in almost all
social issues. It is relational, concerning: relations with
the Creator and a sensitivity to God's will for all of
creation; relations with others, that is to the societal
aspect of care for creation for the good of all; and
relations with the natural world, a good in itself.”

To me all this says that faith lived in Christ calls us to
touch God's world with care. We're just borrowing our
little piece of earth and it needs to be in good shape for
the next person who thinks it's theirs. Would you agree?







